
officials to ensure a final winter use plan that provides a sustainable 
winter transportation system and protects Yellowstone’s unparal-
leled winter environment.

At the other end of the spectrum from the decade-long process in 
Yellowstone is a fast-moving attempt in Utah to use a Congressio-
nal end-run to force the U.S. Forest Service to convey public lands 
now recommended as wilderness to a Canadian development 
company in order to accommodate a “SkiLink” gondola to connect 
two Wasatch ski resorts. Not only does this proposal circumvent 
NEPA and public process by conveying public lands to a private 
corporation with no public input, it would significantly degrade one 
of the most highly-visited backcountry winter use areas in North 
America. Backcountry skiers along the Wasatch and beyond, most 
of whom until now would never have considered themselves 
activists, are organizing to insist on a fair, open process that 
protects the current balance between developed resort skiing and 
undeveloped backcountry skiing in the Central Wasatch.

In Wyoming, after successfully convincing the Shoshone National 
Forest Supervisor to move ahead with a revised Forest Plan, WWA 
and our local Grassroots Groups have been heavily engaged in 
providing input and comments on the Forest Plan. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement was released this fall and two of 
the five alternatives include a winter non-motorized designation for 
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From the wave of quiet winter use advocates 66,000 strong 
who wrote Yellowstone National Park officials this year urging 
reasonable limits on over-snow vehicle traffic to the dedicated 
group of backcountry skiers-turned-activists speaking out 
to protect Utah’s Central Wasatch from a backroom develop-
ment deal to the coalition of grassroots groups working for 
a non-motorized area on Wyoming’s Two Ocean Peak, Winter 
Wildlands Alliance members and constituents are speaking 
out in ever increasing numbers to protect the wild winter 
places we love.

Our voices are being heard. Take, for example, Yellowstone 
National Park, where advocacy from members of WWA and 
our coalition partners has ushered in an ecological recovery 
nothing short of remarkable: from snowmobile pollution and 
noise so severe a decade ago that entrance gate rangers wore 
gas masks, to conditions today where visitors can once again 
experience the natural sights and sounds of our most iconic 
winter sanctuary. We’re not there yet. In fact, the most recent 
winter use alternative put forth by Park officials, while admi-
rable in some areas, would allow over-snow vehicle numbers 
not seen in a decade and would backslide on the gains made 
under the current interim plan. After multiple delays, a final 
winter use plan is now promised for release in early 2013. 
WWA and our partners continue to work directly with Park 
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Two Ocean Peak near Togwotee Pass. That’s the good news. The 
bad news is the non-motorized designation is not included in the 
“preferred alternative” in the draft plan. Our task now is to 
provide public support and scientific rationale to convince Forest 
officials to designate Two Ocean Peak as winter non-motorized 
in the final plan. 

In addition, WWA is utilizing the Shoshone Forest Plan process as 
an opportunity to advocate for backcountry skiing opportunities on 
Beartooth Pass along the Wyoming-Montana border. This nationally 
renowned backcountry ski destination becomes a mecca for 
backcountry skiing in the late spring and early summer when the 
pass opens. To ensure a safe, high quality backcountry skiing 
experience after the pass opens to vehicle traffic, WWA is advocat-
ing that the off-road portion of the pass be managed as a summer 
non-motorized recreation area.

In addition to these efforts, WWA members are speaking out 
across the country – in places like Breckenridge, Bend, Stevens 
Peak and Wenatchee – to protect opportunities for healthy, 
quiet winter recreation.  Most of these efforts seem like an uphill 
climb. Fortunately, for the backcountry and Nordic skiers, 
snowshoers, snowboarders, winter hikers and mountaineers 
who make up Winter Wildlands Alliance, a good climb is all part 
of the experience.

Mark Menlove, Executive Director

mmenlove@winterwildlands.org

Gearing Up for Grassroots 
Advocacy Conference

As you likely know, a core component of our work here at WWA is 
to support the advocacy work of grassroots groups throughout the 
country. We serve as a technical resource on policy matters - 
helping groups engage the more effectively in public lands planning 
- and we offer the Backcountry Film Festival as a tool for these 
local groups to raise money for their efforts. Another key piece of 
support will be returning this winter, and that is our Grassroots 
Advocacy Conference.

The conference, which will be held March 8-9th in Salt Lake City, 
seeks to bring together our grassroots leaders, land managers and 
dedicated backcountry recreationists for two days of dialogue, 
learning and camaraderie. We are still working to hone the agenda, 
but have received some great feedback from grassroots groups on 
what they would like to see. So far, conference topics are to 
include: sharing successful case studies; trends in the economic 
impact of active winter recreation; fostering pro-active voluntary 
planning efforts; negotiating management compromises; and the 
new USFS planning rule.

If you are interested in attending, be sure to mark off the dates on 
your calendar and stay tuned for updates. We look forward to 
seeing you in March!

Policy Coordinator

cobrienfeeney@winterwildlands.org

Outdoor Alliance launches 
Grass-tops Initiative

When backcountry skiers, climbers, paddlers, mountain bikers and 
hikers speak together about conserving outdoor spaces and experi-
ences, people listen. For the last six years, Winter Wildlands and our 
partners at Outdoor Alliance have been this unified voice on national 
policy matters, ensuring the protection and enjoyment of the 
outdoors.

This fall, Outdoor Alliance is launching the Grass-tops Initiative, a 
new effort to similarly help network and support the human 
powered outdoor recreation community at the local and state level. 
We are partnering with local networks to make sure their treasured 
spaces are conserved and enjoyed, and also to bring more local 
perspectives to bear on national policy.

With more coordination amongst different groups – skiing groups, 
paddling groups and others – local coalitions of the human powered 
community will be able to build the relationships that will make them 
more powerful advocates not only for their collective interests, but 
for all of their individual interests as well.

At a handful of key locations around the nation, we are working with 
local leaders, the “grass-tops,” to explore the idea of local coordina-
tion. From Seattle to Salt Lake City, we are helping cross-link the 
human powered community. 

One of the leading networks is statewide in Colorado. OA worked 
with the Colorado Mountain Club’s Backcountry Snowsports 
Initiative, Colorado Mountain Bike Association and the statewide 
climbing and paddling groups under the Access Fund and American 
Whitewater banners to initiate a human powered network. “With 
the launch of Outdoor Alliance Colorado, human powered outdoor 
recreation has a powerful, united voice advocating for the recreation 
economy and the protection of the lands that support it,” says Scott 
Braden, Colorado Mountain Club Conservation Director.

Winter Wildlands and the whole OA coalition are excited for the 
possibilities ahead. Please check outdooralliance.net to follow our 
progress.

Tom Flynn, Grass-tops Advocacy Fellow

Outdoor Alliance

tom@outdooralliance.net

  8th Annual Backcountry 
 Film Festival

 Winter is upon us and once again the Winter 
 Wildlands Alliance Backcountry Film Festival is 
 answering the call.  Wax those skis, tune those 
 boards and gather your friends!  There is no 
 better way to celebrate the fun and beauty of 
winter than with the Backcountry Film Festival, a true celebration of 
winter played and lived as told thru the seven unique films included 
in the eighth annual Backcountry Film Festival.  More than 100 
festival events around the world will serve up the best raffle in town, 
ice cold brews and mountains of winter inspiration proving once 
again that Winter Rocks!

How does the festival end up in your neck of the woods?  We allow 
folks like you to host it in your community as long as it benefits a 
local cause.  It’s that simple, you host it and WWA gives you all the 
tools to help make it a success.  In turn your community gets a stellar 
event to celebrate winter and all the proceeds stay local to raise 
awareness of winter management issues and to support local 
human-powered recreation efforts, avalanche training/safety and 
winter education programs.  A true win-win.  If the Backcountry 
Film Festival is not yet in your town please consider bringing the 
winter celebration to your people.  

For more information on the Backcountry Film Festival and the tour 
please visit www.backcountryfilmfestival.org, like us on Facebook or 
drop us a line. 

Shelley Pursell

Outreach and Events Coordinator

spursell@winterwildlands.org
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  SnowSchool 101

 The Winter Wildlands Alliance national 
 SnowSchool outreach program extends our 
 vision for fostering environmental stewardship 
 and a love of winter outdoors among 
 elementary-aged children. Perhaps you know 
of a nature center, school or teacher that has a passion for winter 
place-based education. If so, then we have the tools and guides 
to help them get kids outside and in the snow.

Utilizing decades of educator knowledge and research, our newly 
revised 2012-13 activity and curriculum guide has been developed 
with specific experiential and education goals in mind. The 
SnowSchool guide has information on everything from how to 
design a lesson plan to specific activities that allow children to 
explore concepts in winter ecology and snow-science.

SnowSchool is an inexpensive outreach tool for schools and 
helps create lasting partnerships. Together we are encouraging 
enthusiastic snowshoers and lifelong advocates for our winter 
lands. For more information on this program, please visit 
snowschool.org. To become an official SnowSchool site, contact 
Lana Weber, Program Director at lweber@winterwildlands.org
the Southwest corner of Yellowstone National Park.

FM

SnowSchool Spotlight

Participation, Economic Impact 
of Non-motorized Snowsports 
on the Rise
As members of WWA, we know that you love to travel through 
winter landscapes under your own power – but did you know that 
our activities are also a major economic driver? Several recent 
studies show just that, and our influence is on the rise.

A report released in June by the Outdoor Industry Association 
(OIA), a trade association, showed that the outdoor recreation is 
responsible for 6.1 million American jobs and $646 billion in 
consumer spending annually. Snow sports, including resort downhill 
skiing but not snowmobiling, are responsible for over $45 billion of 
that total. Further evidence shows that participation in snowshoe-
ing, cross-country and backcountry skiing is responsible for a 
growing chunk of that. There are now over 10 million cross-country 
skiers and snowshoers in America (OIA), and according to the 
Snowsports Industry Association (SIA) sales of alpine touring 
equipment have at least doubled over the last five years. 

And lots of these people are seeking untracked experiences: 33% 
of XC skiers, 37% of telemark skiers, 51% of snowshoers and 6% 
of alpine skiers get into the backcountry (SIA, 2011). Why, you 
might ask, does all this matter to WWA? Well, more people in the 
backcountry are great, as long as that use is recognized and 
managed properly. Land management agencies need good data on 
use, and economic impact, something that has sorely been lacking 
for some time. That’s why WWA is working with partners in several 
locations across the West to quantify the impact of backcountry 
skiing on local economies. While not the only tool in our arsenal, 
having better data certainly gives us more clout when advocating for 
policies that are recreation friendly, which is really what we are in 
it for after all.

COB

Idaho business owners, Chris Haunold and Noah Bryan visit 
Washington DC to speak with the Idaho delegation on the importance 
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund and how it impacts 
Idaho businesses
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Two Ocean Peak near Togwotee Pass. That’s the good news. The 
bad news is the non-motorized designation is not included in the 
“preferred alternative” in the draft plan. Our task now is to 
provide public support and scientific rationale to convince Forest 
officials to designate Two Ocean Peak as winter non-motorized 
in the final plan. 

In addition, WWA is utilizing the Shoshone Forest Plan process as 
an opportunity to advocate for backcountry skiing opportunities on 
Beartooth Pass along the Wyoming-Montana border. This nationally 
renowned backcountry ski destination becomes a mecca for 
backcountry skiing in the late spring and early summer when the 
pass opens. To ensure a safe, high quality backcountry skiing 
experience after the pass opens to vehicle traffic, WWA is advocat-
ing that the off-road portion of the pass be managed as a summer 
non-motorized recreation area.

In addition to these efforts, WWA members are speaking out 
across the country – in places like Breckenridge, Bend, Stevens 
Peak and Wenatchee – to protect opportunities for healthy, 
quiet winter recreation.  Most of these efforts seem like an uphill 
climb. Fortunately, for the backcountry and Nordic skiers, 
snowshoers, snowboarders, winter hikers and mountaineers 
who make up Winter Wildlands Alliance, a good climb is all part 
of the experience.

Mark Menlove, Executive Director

mmenlove@winterwildlands.org

Gearing Up for Grassroots 
Advocacy Conference

As you likely know, a core component of our work here at WWA is 
to support the advocacy work of grassroots groups throughout the 
country. We serve as a technical resource on policy matters - 
helping groups engage the more effectively in public lands planning 
- and we offer the Backcountry Film Festival as a tool for these 
local groups to raise money for their efforts. Another key piece of 
support will be returning this winter, and that is our Grassroots 
Advocacy Conference.

The conference, which will be held March 8-9th in Salt Lake City, 
seeks to bring together our grassroots leaders, land managers and 
dedicated backcountry recreationists for two days of dialogue, 
learning and camaraderie. We are still working to hone the agenda, 
but have received some great feedback from grassroots groups on 
what they would like to see. So far, conference topics are to 
include: sharing successful case studies; trends in the economic 
impact of active winter recreation; fostering pro-active voluntary 
planning efforts; negotiating management compromises; and the 
new USFS planning rule.

If you are interested in attending, be sure to mark off the dates on 
your calendar and stay tuned for updates. We look forward to 
seeing you in March!

Policy Coordinator

cobrienfeeney@winterwildlands.org

Outdoor Alliance launches 
Grass-tops Initiative

When backcountry skiers, climbers, paddlers, mountain bikers and 
hikers speak together about conserving outdoor spaces and experi-
ences, people listen. For the last six years, Winter Wildlands and our 
partners at Outdoor Alliance have been this unified voice on national 
policy matters, ensuring the protection and enjoyment of the 
outdoors.

This fall, Outdoor Alliance is launching the Grass-tops Initiative, a 
new effort to similarly help network and support the human 
powered outdoor recreation community at the local and state level. 
We are partnering with local networks to make sure their treasured 
spaces are conserved and enjoyed, and also to bring more local 
perspectives to bear on national policy.

With more coordination amongst different groups – skiing groups, 
paddling groups and others – local coalitions of the human powered 
community will be able to build the relationships that will make them 
more powerful advocates not only for their collective interests, but 
for all of their individual interests as well.

At a handful of key locations around the nation, we are working with 
local leaders, the “grass-tops,” to explore the idea of local coordina-
tion. From Seattle to Salt Lake City, we are helping cross-link the 
human powered community. 

One of the leading networks is statewide in Colorado. OA worked 
with the Colorado Mountain Club’s Backcountry Snowsports 
Initiative, Colorado Mountain Bike Association and the statewide 
climbing and paddling groups under the Access Fund and American 
Whitewater banners to initiate a human powered network. “With 
the launch of Outdoor Alliance Colorado, human powered outdoor 
recreation has a powerful, united voice advocating for the recreation 
economy and the protection of the lands that support it,” says Scott 
Braden, Colorado Mountain Club Conservation Director.

Winter Wildlands and the whole OA coalition are excited for the 
possibilities ahead. Please check outdooralliance.net to follow our 
progress.

Tom Flynn, Grass-tops Advocacy Fellow

Outdoor Alliance

tom@outdooralliance.net

  8th Annual Backcountry 
 Film Festival

 Winter is upon us and once again the Winter 
 Wildlands Alliance Backcountry Film Festival is 
 answering the call.  Wax those skis, tune those 
 boards and gather your friends!  There is no 
 better way to celebrate the fun and beauty of 
winter than with the Backcountry Film Festival, a true celebration of 
winter played and lived as told thru the seven unique films included 
in the eighth annual Backcountry Film Festival.  More than 100 
festival events around the world will serve up the best raffle in town, 
ice cold brews and mountains of winter inspiration proving once 
again that Winter Rocks!

How does the festival end up in your neck of the woods?  We allow 
folks like you to host it in your community as long as it benefits a 
local cause.  It’s that simple, you host it and WWA gives you all the 
tools to help make it a success.  In turn your community gets a stellar 
event to celebrate winter and all the proceeds stay local to raise 
awareness of winter management issues and to support local 
human-powered recreation efforts, avalanche training/safety and 
winter education programs.  A true win-win.  If the Backcountry 
Film Festival is not yet in your town please consider bringing the 
winter celebration to your people.  

For more information on the Backcountry Film Festival and the tour 
please visit www.backcountryfilmfestival.org, like us on Facebook or 
drop us a line. 

Shelley Pursell

Outreach and Events Coordinator

spursell@winterwildlands.org
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Grassroots Members

Alaska
Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska

Arizona
Prescott College 

California 
Mammoth Nordic Foundation
Snowlands Network 

Colorado 
Colorado Mountain Club
Friends of Berthoud Pass
Friends of the Routt Backcountry 
Friends of Red Mountain Pass
Summit Winterlands and Trails

Idaho
Central Idaho Recreation Coalition
High Desert Nordic in Twin Falls
Idaho Mountain Recreation
Nordic and Backcountry Skiers Alliance 
Southeast Idaho Recreation Alliance (SIRA)
Teton Valley Trails & Pathways
University of Idaho – Outdoor Program

Minnesota
Backcountry Trail Patrol

Montana
Beartooth Recreational Trails Association
Montana Backcountry Alliance
Montanans for Quiet Recreation

Oregon
Bend Backcountry Alliance

Utah 
Nordic United 

Washington
El Sendero 
Kongsberger Ski Club
Steven’s Peak Backcountry Coalition
The Mountaineers

Wyoming
Friends of Pathways
Jackson Hole Ski & Snowboard Club
Togwotee Pass Backcountry Alliance
Wyoming Wilderness Association

Canada
Friends of the Rossland Range

A Good Day in the Dirt  - 
Winter Wildlands Alliance 2nd 
Annual Day of Action
Two Blisters, 16 markers, 20 
smiling volunteers dedicating 105 
hours of sweat and work. That 
pretty much sums up the second 
annual Day of Action, a partnership 
project to create a better back-
country experience for all winter
travelers on the Jedediah Smith 
Wilderness Area near Driggs, Idaho. 

The project, part of the Winter Wilderness Stewardship partnership 
between Winter Wildlands Alliance and the US Forest Service, 
marks wilderness boundaries and installs trailhead signs to educate 
all winter users about wilderness values and stewardship. This year, 
WWA volunteers and Forest Service Wilderness staff posted 12 
markers in the Fox Creek area and another four in the highly used 
Glory Peak area.  More markers and signs will be installed before 
winter.

WWA thanks our sponsoring partners who are dedicated to helping 
us protect the places we play: Clif Bar, Mountain Khakis, Grand 
Targhee Resort, Go-Lite and the Caribou-Targhee National Forest.

SP

Join or Give to WWA

This year, take an active role in protecting your winter wildlands by 
joining or renewing your WWA membership. Winter Wildlands 
Alliance relies on membership contributions to continue building 
relationships with grassroots and conservation groups, provide 
networking opportunities, and maintain a national presence in 
protecting your favorite winter spots. 

By giving, you help ensure that winter wildland enthusiasts, young 
and old alike have places to celebrate and experience the natural 
sights, sounds and beauty of winter. 

For more information on our membership program, contact Lana 
Weber, Program Director at lweber@winterwildlands.org

LW

SallyF
Cross-Out

SallyF
Sticky Note
remove Backcountry partner logo.Insert Backcountry Film Festival logo

SallyF
Sticky Note
Add:Core ConceptsAmblerIbexTrailspaceTake off: Brooks RangeCroakies

SallyF
Cross-Out

SallyF
Cross-Out

SallyF
Sticky Note
Add under WAInland Northwest Backcountry Alliance

SallyF
Sticky Note
Replace photo with Day of Action 2

SallyF
Sticky Note
Add Outdoor Alliance logo

SallyF
Cross-Out

SallyF
Replacement Text
SP

SallyF
Cross-Out

SallyF
Replacement Text
Shelley PursellOutreach and Events Coordinatorspursell@winterwildlands.org

SallyF
Sticky Note
Montana Wilderness Association



officials to ensure a final winter use plan that provides a sustainable 
winter transportation system and protects Yellowstone’s unparal-
leled winter environment.

At the other end of the spectrum from the decade-long process in 
Yellowstone is a fast-moving attempt in Utah to use a Congressio-
nal end-run to force the U.S. Forest Service to convey public lands 
now recommended as wilderness to a Canadian development 
company in order to accommodate a “SkiLink” gondola to connect 
two Wasatch ski resorts. Not only does this proposal circumvent 
NEPA and public process by conveying public lands to a private 
corporation with no public input, it would significantly degrade one 
of the most highly-visited backcountry winter use areas in North 
America. Backcountry skiers along the Wasatch and beyond, most 
of whom until now would never have considered themselves 
activists, are organizing to insist on a fair, open process that 
protects the current balance between developed resort skiing and 
undeveloped backcountry skiing in the Central Wasatch.

In Wyoming, after successfully convincing the Shoshone National 
Forest Supervisor to move ahead with a revised Forest Plan, WWA 
and our local Grassroots Groups have been heavily engaged in 
providing input and comments on the Forest Plan. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement was released this fall and two of 
the five alternatives include a winter non-motorized designation for 
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group of backcountry skiers-turned-activists speaking out 
to protect Utah’s Central Wasatch from a backroom develop-
ment deal to the coalition of grassroots groups working for 
a non-motorized area on Wyoming’s Two Ocean Peak, Winter 
Wildlands Alliance members and constituents are speaking 
out in ever increasing numbers to protect the wild winter 
places we love.

Our voices are being heard. Take, for example, Yellowstone 
National Park, where advocacy from members of WWA and 
our coalition partners has ushered in an ecological recovery 
nothing short of remarkable: from snowmobile pollution and 
noise so severe a decade ago that entrance gate rangers wore 
gas masks, to conditions today where visitors can once again 
experience the natural sights and sounds of our most iconic 
winter sanctuary. We’re not there yet. In fact, the most recent 
winter use alternative put forth by Park officials, while admi-
rable in some areas, would allow over-snow vehicle numbers 
not seen in a decade and would backslide on the gains made 
under the current interim plan. After multiple delays, a final 
winter use plan is now promised for release in early 2013. 
WWA and our partners continue to work directly with Park 
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