NON-PROFIT
ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

a publication of Winter Wildlands Alliance

PAID
BOISE, ID
PERMIT NO.

910 Main Street, Suite 235
Boise, ID 83702

538

your report for silent snowsports

Volume 2011, Spring Issue

President Obama unveiling the report on America’s Great Outdoors

Support Winter Wildlands Alliance today
& take a stand for quiet winter.
Contact us today to find out how you can contribute!
Call (208)336-4203 or visit us on the web at www.winterwildlands.org

Follow WWA on
Facebook & Twitter
Become of fan of Winter Wildlands Alliance on Facebook and
follow our regular updates. Find WWA on Facebook or simply log
on to winterwildlands.org and check out the live Facebook feed.
Find us on Twitter: @winterwildlands

Trail Break is published three
times a year by:
Winter Wildlands Alliance
910 Main Street, Suite 235
Boise, ID 83702
Phone: 208.336.4203
Fax: 208.336-0648
Email: info@winterwildlands.org
Web: www.winterwildlands.org
Emily Johnson enjoying some
spring conditions in the White
Mountains, NH.
Photos by:
Brian Mohr/EmberPhoto

Good News and Bad News from Washington
The Good: Winter Wildlands Goes to the
White House
WWA Executive Director Mark Menlove was one of 90
conservation, recreation and political leaders invited to the
East Room of the White House for President Obama’s
unveiling of a special report on America’s Great Outdoors,
a Presidential initiative aimed at reconnecting Americans to
the outdoors.
The report highlights the benefits of active, outdoor lifestyles
and, among other directives, calls for the establishment of a
21st Century Conservation Service Corps to engage young
people in public lands and water restoration. The President
also called for the creation of an interagency America’s Great
Outdoors Council to enhance collaboration between federal
agencies on recreation and conservation initiatives and to
support outdoor recreation opportunities on public lands.
In addition, the report recommends the formation of
Partnership of non-governmental stakeholders to advise
federal agencies and to promote innovation and
partnership opportunities.
WWA has been actively engaged in the America’s Great
Outdoors initiative since the concept was first announced a
year ago. Last summer WWA hosted two listening sessions,
one in Boise and the other in Jackson, Wyoming, to gather

input from the human-powered recreation community for
the initial phase of the report. The White House invitation
was extended in recognition of WWA’s standing in the
outdoor recreation community and its leadership role in the
Outdoor Alliance, a coalition of national human-powered
recreation organizations that WWA helped found.

The Bad: Forest Service Denies Request to
Manage Snowmobiles Under Off-Road
Vehicle Guidelines
The U.S. Forest Service has denied a request from WWA
and 90 recreation and conservation user groups asking that
snowmobiles on national forest lands be managed under
the same guidelines applied to all other classes of
off-road vehicles.
In August 2010, WWA and our supporting partners
submitted a petition to the Forest Service and the
Department of Agriculture formally requesting that the
Agency amend the 2005 Travel Management Rule, the
framework used to designate routes, trails and areas on each
national forest unit open to motorized use. Petitioners
requested the removal of an exemption making management
of over-snow vehicles optional while making designations for
all other classes of off-road vehicles mandatory.
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giving, contact Lana Weber at (208)343-1630, email
lweber@winterwildlands.org. Let’s keep it wild!

Winter Wildlands Alliance
Board of Directors Welcomes
John Garder

LW

Winter Wildlands Alliance currently has 11 members on our board,
each bringing invaluable experience, contacts and influence to the
cause. As our newest board member, we welcome John Garder.
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We also welcome the following new
sites to our SnowSchool network:

WWA will voice our concerns in official comments and will at the
same time commend the Forest Service and USDA on their good
faith effort to promote sustainable recreation such as backcountry
skiing, snowshoeing and winter hiking. Winter Wildlands Alliance will
continue advocate for a Forest Planning Rule that requires sound
science and finds the correct balance between national standards and
directives and local discretion. To learn m ore about the Rule and to
comment directly go to http://fs.usda.gov/planningrule. Comment
period closes May 16, 2011.
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includes requirements to “consider climate change in assessments,
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Forrest McCarthy, Public Lands Director
fmccarthy@winterwildlands.org

revising or amending plans, and in monitoring...” Considering the

They’re off! Exploring at the Bogus Basin SnowSchool.
Photo by Nick Kiriazis.

Grassroots Members
ALASKA
Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition
Mountaineering Club of Alaska
Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks
ARIZONA
Prescott College
CALIFORNIA
Mammoth Nordic
Snowlands Network
COLORADO
Colorado Mountain Club
Friends of Berthoud Pass
Friends of the Routt Backcountry
Friends of Red Mountain Pass
Summit Winterlands and Trails
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IDAHO
Central Idaho Recreation Coalition
High Desert Nordic in Twin Falls
Idaho Mountain Recreation
Nordic and Backcountry Skiers Alliance
Southeast Idaho Recreation Alliance (SIRA)
Teton Valley Trails & Pathways
University of Idaho – Outdoor Program

OREGON
Bend Backcountry Alliance

CANADA
Friends of the Rossland Range

UTAH
Nordic United
WASHINGTON
El Sendero
Kongsberger Ski Club
Steven’s Peak Backcountry Coalition
The Mountaineers

MINNESOTA
Backcountry Trail Patrol
MONTANA
Beartooth Recreational Trails Association
Montana Backcountry Alliance
Montanans for Quiet Recreation

For websites & contact information
see www.winterwildlands.org

WYOMING
Friends of Pathways
Jackson Hole Ski & Snowboard Club
Togwotee Pass Backcountry Alliance
Wyoming Wilderness Association

Racing up the hill during SnowSchool at Pajarito
Environmental Education Center
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The inclusion of the Framework for Sustainable Recreation is an
Belle Island Nature Zoo in Detroit Michigan
important acknowledgment that economically and socially important
Educational Recreational Adventures in Portland, Oregon
non-consumptive activities (including human-powered snowsports)
The Chatfield School in Lapeer, Michigan
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We also welcome the following new
sites to our SnowSchool network:

WWA will voice our concerns in official comments and will at the
same time commend the Forest Service and USDA on their good
faith effort to promote sustainable recreation such as backcountry
skiing, snowshoeing and winter hiking. Winter Wildlands Alliance will
continue advocate for a Forest Planning Rule that requires sound
science and finds the correct balance between national standards and
directives and local discretion. To learn m ore about the Rule and to
comment directly go to http://fs.usda.gov/planningrule. Comment
period closes May 16, 2011.
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They’re off! Exploring at the Bogus Basin SnowSchool.
Photo by Nick Kiriazis.
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Environmental Education Center
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Backcountry Partner Spotlight
Oh Yeah! And who was the big winner of the Black Diamond Grand
Prize Giveaway? Drumroll please….Charles Lui from Sandpoint
Idaho! Charles was kind enough to then turn around and give those
sweet boards and BD gear to his wife. What a lucky gal!
Are you interested in hosting the film festival next year, or hosted
this year and want to get on the schedule again? Contact Shelley
Pursell at (208) 344-8692 or spursell@winterwildlands.org.
Shelley Pursell, Outreach and Events Coordinator
spursell@winterwildlands.org
Black Diamond Ski package winner from Sandpoint, ID

CLIF Bar is Supporting
WWA – With Your Help!

2011 Backcountry Film Festival –
the Best Fest Ever!

Long-time WWA partner CLIF Bar has launched a new campaign to
harness the collective energy of shared Moments, which will inspire
new experiences and adventures. The campaign, Meet the Moment,
also highlights CLIF Bar’s commitment to Protecting the Places we
Play, the places we have our Moments. WWA has been selected as
one of the five beneficiary organizations, which will receive funds
allocated by participant submissions.

The Winter Wildlands Alliance Backcountry Film Festival keeps
getting bigger and better and the 2010-11 Tour was the best yet.
Celebrating the human-powered experience, the festival promotes
the work of grassroots filmmakers who tell entertaining and
compelling stories of the winter backcountry and environmental
preservation. WWA compiles the films into a 90 minute package and
provides the festival to our Grassroots groups and SnowSchool sites
as a means to fundraise and raise awareness on local issues.

How can you get involved? Log on to MeettheMoment.com to
upload a photo and share your Moment of athletic adventure (like
the one above, featuring big mountain backcountry skier Jenn Berg).
When you create your first Moment, CLIF Bar will donate
$5 on your behalf to one of the non-profit projects. Remember to
select our Winter Wilderness Stewardship Project!

This year, the 6th annual Backcountry Film Festival toured
53 cities, 4 continents, 5 countries, 16 states and was
enjoyed by more than 5000 outdoor enthusiasts!
The festival entertained and engaged audiences young and old with
fast-paced big mountain powder skiing, humorous and classic
backcountry skiing footage and environmental activism through the
six unique films chosen for the tour. Information tables and talks at
the events further engaged and educated festival goers about issues
affecting quiet winter use, the protection of public lands, and current
environmental issues impacting our quality of life.

So go check out the website, browse other Moments, share
one of your own and support WWA’s Winter Wilderness
Stewardship project!

Collectively, this year’s festival raised more than $55,000
dollars for our Grassroots member groups and
SnowSchool sites. The dollars raised benefited local communities by funding outdoor education programs, advocacy efforts,
avalanche centers and winter equipment purchases.

Hahns Peak and the Columbine
Access Project Results in a “Give
and Take” Resolution

Alpine Ambitions and 1102
in 2011 = $750 for WWA
This past January, the Winter Wildlands Alliance
staff had the opportunity to meet Donny Roth of
Alpine Ambitions. In addition to being an all
around nice guy, Donny is a professional skier,
writer, guide and instructor who has led groups
through Chile and Argentina and written articles for numerous blogs
and magazines. Donny told us he’s a fan of our work and that he
loves to spread the word about Winter Wildlands Alliance. To help
do that he came up with a great promotion! For the coming year,
Alpine Ambitions has created a social media promo on Facebook. If
they get 1102 “likes” on Facebook in the year 2011 (that’s 2011
backwards – get it?) Donny will donate $750 to WWA. So show
Donny some love and check out the Alpine Ambitions page on
Facebook. We all win in the end!

The controversial Columbine Access Project, which establishes a
groomed snowmobile trail through Columbine Meadows, a historic
non-motorized backcountry ski area near Hahn’s Peak, is scheduled
to move forward with the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest’s
decision that the project will not have “a significant effect on the
human environment” and will therefore not require an
Environmental Impact Statement. The project also establishes a
three-acre parking area away from private homes to alleviate
conflict between private home owners and snowmobilers.
While Winter Wildlands Alliance along with Friends of the Routt
Backcountry and Colorado Mountain Club opposed the proposed
motorized route through Columbine Meadows, we are pleased
with another outcome of the decision that establishes a voluntary
motorized closure area on Hahns Peak. The plan is intended to allow
motorized access leading to areas popular with snowmobilers while
preserving a traditional skier use area.
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Snowmobilers will be instructed to stay on the trail while passing
through Columbine Meadows. If snowmobilers do not stay on the
trail the plan calls for the Forest Supervisor to consider a mandatory
closure to snowmobiles, to move the trail and/or eliminate
“groomed” access from the Columbine side of Hahns Peak.
With the establishment and protection of a significant non-motorized
area on Hans Peak, Winter Wildlands Alliance, Friends of the Routt
Backcountry, and Colorado Mountain Club have decided not to
challenge the decision to allow the motorized trail. However we are
working with the Forest Service to resolve several other details
including insuring access to Hahns Peak for non-motorized
recreationists. Winter Wildlands Alliance, Friends of the Routt
Backcountry and Colorado Mountain Club anticipate that this
access issue will be easily resolved.

Donny Roth at the top of at the top of Lonquimay in Chile

Forrest McCarthy, Public Lands Director
fmccarthy@winterwildlands.org

We are already in the planning stages for the 2012 Backcountry Film
Festival and will begin accepting film submissions soon. We look
forward to continuing to improve and expand the festival. Thanks to
all who attended the 2011 Winter Wildlands Alliance Backcountry
Film Festival, making it such a success!

Clif Bar athlete, Jenn Berg “Meets Her Moment”
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