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March 13, 2014 

 

Utah Governor Gary Herbert 

Utah State Capitol Complex 

350 North State Street, Suite 200 

Salt Lake City, UT 84114 

 

Dear Governor Herbert, 

 

As exhibitors and participants in the semi-annual Outdoor Retailer Market each of us 

and the companies we represent extend our gratitude to you and the State of Utah for 

your  warm  hospitality  and  we  compliment  you  on  Utah’s  unparalleled  outdoor  beauty  
and recreation amenities.  As active participants in the outdoor activities we represent, 

we are drawn to Utah – and many of us have moved our businesses here – because of 

the spectacular backcountry recreation opportunities. We appreciate the important 

balance Utah has achieved between developed and undeveloped recreation. 

 

It is about preserving this balance that we write. In light of recent promotion of the 

Interconnect proposal to link the seven resorts of the Central Wasatch via ski lifts, we 

urge you and other state and local leaders to be mindful of the important role 

backcountry  recreation  plays  in  Utah’s  attractiveness  as  a  winter  recreation  mecca.  We  
call upon you to lead the way in ensuring the critical balance between resort and 

backcountry winter recreation opportunities is preserved. 

 
While there may indeed be viable options to connect the Wasatch resorts in a way that 

maintains the current balance and avoids negative environmental and watershed 

impacts, any consideration of an Interconnect system should take place within the 

context of a broad and inclusive public planning process such as the current Mountain 

Accord initiative. Furthermore, this process must incorporate an overall transportation 

solution for the Wasatch area.  

 

We also call upon you to listen to the citizens of Utah who overwhelmingly support 

maintaining the current recreational and environmental balance. As you know, in the 

2010 Wasatch Canyons Tomorrow report sponsored by the State of Utah, Salt Lake 

County, and Salt Lake City, 94 percent of Wasatch Front residents supported limiting 

future resort expansion in a way that it would not infringe on existing winter backcountry 

ski areas and have little or no effect on environmental resources.  

 

Given the significant growth in backcountry skiing and snowshoeing in the face of 

declining or flat resort skiing numbers, it is evident that backcountry skiing, 

snowshoeing, winter mountaineering and other forms of human-powered winter 

recreation  are  increasingly  important  contributors  to  Utah’s  economy  and  quality  of  life.  



          
 

Indeed,  the  future  of  Utah’s  recreation  and  tourist  economy  may  very  well  lie  more  in  
what is protected than in what is developed.  

 

The Wasatch Mountains are an ecological and scenic treasure, a vital source of drinking 

water, a place to find solitude and respite from the noise and stress of city life and to 

experience wild open spaces and wilderness on their own terms. Please, be vigilant and 

wise in preserving this irreplaceable resource not just for today but for future 

generations. 

 

We, as members of the outdoor recreation industry, look forward to participating in 

partnership with you and with the Utah ski resort industry, local governments and other 

stakeholders to ensure recreation and transportation solutions worthy of the splendor of 

the Wasatch Range.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Jamie Kent Mark Menlove 

     Board Chair Executive Director 

    Wasatch Backcountry Alliance Winter Wildlands Alliance 

    
 

      
 

Peter Metcalf Ryan Gellert 

     CEO Brand President 

     Black Diamond, Inc. Black Diamond Equipment 

   
 

     
 

 Roody Rasmussen  Nazz Kurth 

   
 

 Senior Vice President President 

   
 

 Petzl America, Inc. Petzl America, Inc. 

    
 

       Jill Layfield                                                          David Grissom 

     CEO                                                                     Sales & Marketing Manager, Partner 

  Backcountry.com                                                 Voile Manufacturing 

    
 

       John Pieper  Mike Hattrup                                       

   Sales Director Director of International Sales 

   Gregory Mountain Products K2 Sports 

     
  

      Dan Nordstrom Christian Folk 

     CEO Grassroots Marketing Manager 

   Outdoor Research Outdoor Research 

    
  

      Topher Gaylord Gareth Martins 

     President Director of Marketing 

    Mountain Hardwear Osprey Packs, Inc. 

    



          
 

Adam Cramer John Sterling 

     Executive Director Executive Director 

    Outdoor Alliance Conservation Alliance            

   
 

   
 

   Amie Souza  Chris Enlow            

     VP of Sales & Marketing Corporate Responsibility Manager 

   Backpacker’s  Pantry Keen Footwear 

                                                                         

      Brad Barlage Tom Diegle 

     Owner Founder/CEO 

     Ascension Sales Gear Talk 

     
 

       Emily Nuchols Steve Barker 

     Founder Founder 

     Under Solen Media Wild Places, LLC 

     
 

       Noah Howell Jonah Howell 

     Powderwhore Productions Powderwhore Productions 

    
 

       Sarah Raff Andy Earl 

     The Clymb Goal Zero 

     
 

       Emily Brock Kristen Lovon 

     ExOfficio Timberland 

     
 

       Rich Meyer Andrew McLean 

     Rich Meyer Alpine Guide StraightChuter.com 

    
 

       Kristoffer Erickson Lisa Issenberg 

     Erickson Creative Group Kiitella 

      
 

       Nancy Andrews Jeremiah Jackson 

    Ibex Power ICE 

     
 

       Bob Wade Albert Fiorello 

     Ute Wear Ute Wear 

     
 

       John Decuollo Paul Kirwin 

     Backbone Media Channel Signal 

     
 

       Lisa Pronovost Marc Pronovost 

     Maple Leaf Inc Maple Leaf Inc 

     
 

       



          
 

Gus Bekker Kerry McClay  

     El Sendero SnowSchool 

     
 

       Gale Dahlager Stephen Crozier 

     World Wide Trekking World Wide Trekking 

    
 

       Sonia Thumas Melissa McFibbon 

    OlaNova Sports Guide Magazine 

    
 

       Anders Nordblom Adam Howard 

     5Point Film Backcountry Magazine 

    
 

       Jenny Willden Evan Escamilla 

     Sports Guide Magazine Student Conservation Assoc. 

   
 

       Jeff Dostie Tracy Brostek 

     Alpenglow Sports Alpenglow Sports 

    
  

      Barrett Young David Anhalt 

     Alpenglow Sports Peak Design 

     
 

       Andy Nielsen Tavey Sullivan 

     General Army-Navy General Army-Navy 

    
 

       Peter Lockett Derek Oldert 

     Peter Lockett Peter Lockett 

     
 

       Brad Rutledge Frank Kenan 

     Rutledge Consulting Group Boulderado Group 

    

        Trek Stephens Sara  Snedeku 

     The Toggery Amazon 

      
 

       Robert Mitchell Randi Hitchcock 

     Up a Downa Up a Downa 

     
 

       Erik Lambert Keegan Young 

     American Alpine Club American Alpine Club 

    
 

       Stacy Bare Steven Fredericks 

    Sierra Club Bay Area Wilderness Training 

   
  

        

     



          
 

Lindsay Malone Meghan Feeney 

Splore Idaho Youth Wilderness Initiative 

   
 

       Jeri Clancy Kyle McDonald 

     Friends of Alta Outdoor Empower Network 

   
 

       Scott Clark May Bretelo 

     Scott Clark Photography USA Climing 

     
 

       Martin Palmaz Dave Cummings 

     USHPA Grand Valley Climbing 

    
 

       Ayson Youner Luis Varoas 

     Grand Valley Climbing USA Cycling 

     
 

       Liz Knight Beth Cochran 

     American Adventure Sports Whats Up PR 

     
 

       Kristi Runt Dave Mutert 

     RMC Franklin Display 

     
  

      D Garrdner Brian Kastnil 

     Centric Software Centric Software 

      

Cailin O'Brien-Feeney Hailey Dahle 

Jeff Basic Ashley Reefer 

Allaina Jeffreys Troy Tritscheir 

Amy Busch Dustin Woolford 

Karissa Broadbent Linda Uhler 

Byron Pittan Shawn Johnson 

Stephanie Fuetnner Jason Buttrick 

Jimmy Wilderman Dustin Eroh 

Jesse Vanderhoof Vincent Beasse 

Justin Hewitt Dale Robotham 

Russell Browelland Adam Lewis 

Keenan Barkley Kenny Jones 

Travis Hinkle Kylene Wolfe 



          
 

Whit Versteez Lauren Udwarr 

Forrest Shearer Jan Scholt 

Jackie Cancannon Ron Sutts 

Eric Burce Tim Maher 

Susan Scheirbeck Sarah Maher 

Jonas Lucas Jason Waicunas 

Eric Stonehill Daniel Doepner 

Lena Reimann Arnold Tonga 

Sean Goss Tom Johnson 

Marie Collir Shawn Davis 

Drew Braithrate Kris Lundstrom 

Brandi Schnmac Rachel Metcalf 

Matt Haberstock Roxanne Weppert 

Meghan Higgins Carrie Buckridge 

Andrew Broadbent Time Sakai 

Bill Cotton Erin Doern 

Mark Ritchie Sam Lower 

Vanessa Christie Perry Hule 

Tami Fairweather Ben Martin 

Nick Hogon David Griscom 

Jennifer Dumas Kolin Powick 

Andrea Karpinski Nick Rueff 

Arian Finch Adam Riser 

Michelle Devine Nathan Koder 

Krista Connors Dave Campbell 

Anne Wiper Kyle  Hadersberger 

Greg Sagon Russell Clune 

Tom Flynn Deanne Tetzi 

Chris Cawley Nicole Anderson 



          
 

Richard Jurl Peter Brownstein 

Eric Bonin Sara Malachowski 

Deb Denbraber Robert Bethke 

John Scott Richard Steiner 

Chris Grouer Sheila Steiner 

Derick Naffsinger Travis Harkness 

Scot Heistman John Garder 

Ian Connor Shareece Pfeiffer 

Ben Peters Brittany Jones 

Margaret Carlson Shelley Pursell 

Jeff Rose George Vargyas 

Jill Daller 

  

cc: Senator Orrin Hatch 

Senator Mike Lee 

Congressman Chris Stewart 

Congressman Rob Bishop 

Congressman Jim Matheson 

Congressman Jason Chaffetz 

Derek Miller, Chief of Staff to Governor Herbert 

Spencer Eccles, Executive Director – Governor’s  Office  of  Economic  Development   
Brad Peterson, Director – Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation  

Alan Matheson, Environmental Advisor to Governor Herbert  

Jeff Edwards, EDCUtah President  & CEO  

Lane Beattie, Salt Lake Chamber President & CEO 

Nathan Rafferty, President & CEO - Ski Utah  

Mayor Ralph Becker, Salt Lake City 

Mayor Ben McAdams, Salt Lake County  

Mayor Tom Dolan, Sandy City  

Mayor Kelvyn Cullimore, Cottonwood Heights  

Mayor Tom Pollard, Town of Alta  

Mayor Jack Thomas, Park City  

Andy Beerman, Park City Council Member  

Dave Whittekiend, Uinta-Wasatch-Cache Forest Supervisor  

Cathy Kahlow, Salt Lake District Ranger  

Nora Rasure, Intermountain Regional Forester  

Gordon Seabury, CEO, Horny Toad  

Jenn Mull, CEO, Backwoods   

 
 


